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Urbanization is one of the most prolific
challenges to face the development sector
in recent decades. Its universal impact
has been felt around the developing
world, and the associated socio-
economic consequences have been
drastic. Today’s ‘developing city’ is a
departure from traditional patterns of
urban development, and indeed a key
unit of analysis for understanding both
population growth and migration within
the developing world. Determining its
distinctive growth pattern, service needs,
and barriers to sustainable growth are
crucial to understanding the needs of the
developing world’s urban poor. The
creation of an urban underclass is a direct
result of the new economic order, and
thus a function of the structures of
modern capitalism.

Urbanization itself does have a
distinctly economic basis, and such
claims are not completely unfounded.
One of the most pressing issues for urban
planners, rural-urban migration, is also a
function of economic factors. A concise
theoretical analysis of urban
development, however, is somewhat
difficult; a regionalized approach is often
more effective and representative.
Extensive diversity is found in the urban
developing world, and a regional
approach allows necessary assumptions
to be most accurate. Regional profiles
from Latin America and sub-Saharan

Africa allow us to situate the particularly
geographic nature of urban development.

Theoretical Frameworks for
Urbanization in the Developing
World

Cities in the developing world are
undeniably part of a larger social and
economic order, both situated within a
national urban system and an
international economic and political
structure. In order to understand their
particular characters, it is essential to
situate them within this larger
framework.  Particularly in  the
developing world, the concepts of site
and situation have influenced the pattern
of urban development. Post-colonial
nations contain some of the greatest
areas of urbanization in which the
patterns of urbanization are informed by
a colonial past. A city such as Mumbai,
India, is an example of the importance of
site; situated on a peninsula and
protecting a harbor, Mumbai became a
key foreign trade point for India. Several
primary cities in Western Africa such as
Dakar, Accra and Lagos illustrate the
importance of situation; virtually all
West African coastal cities are so
particularly prominent because “they
served as crucial points of contact, not
only for the collection and transshipment
of goods from the interiors of the river
systems at the mouths of which they are
located, but also as points of access and





























